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To Spencer C. Randles, Boyds Creek, Tenn., from N.L. Rector, Bellefonte, 4la.,
July 15th 1837

Dear Uncle

With pleasure I can inform you that I with my friends & peeple
generally of this Country are well.- As it respects the times hear they are
dark & gloomy like my letters thought. I am in hopes they will get better
as the Banks of our state have been looked into by a late Session of the
legislature & precared for the general convenience of the people in point of
cha by authorizing the Banks to issue notes of of 50 ¢- also authorised
the Banks to issue past notes = yable L years after date at 6 p ¢ oer annum
& for the paymert & debts due the Banks it is arranged so persons may have
time on them By oaying 1/3 of it Feby, March, & April 1338 with Int. 1/3
1837 & 1/3 1840 which its thought will be of vital imprtance or rather
Interest to this part of the country as we are all in debts. As it respecte
Crops Corn is very good cotton very indifferent we have had good seasons
here this year for corn.- As it respect the money that is coming to you
from us I will put in the amt and start it to day 59 & L3 which I zpromised
to start today.

(NB) 4As I cant make the change I serd you $60.00 which we can arrange when
I see you.- As it respects the way I am gitting allong I am selling slowly
at present as 1 have nearly sold out every thing but my liquors. We have
considerable confusion on account of Electioneering Warfare.- I exmct you
will wish te know something about the price of produce in this Country- the
last sale of whiskey was at 50¢ flower $8- & other things in preportion
give my love to all paries - (sic) the ladies so nothing more- I am yours
respectfully S.C. Randles N.L. Rector

(¥.B) excuse my bad writing as I am hurried considerably it being Saturday
evening
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To Rebecca H. Randles , Tishamingo County, Cartersville Post office, Miss.,
from Mariah C Rogers, Winston County, May ty}:‘? 1843

Rebrea (ovm, ng, S pmen @
Dear sister

I received youwr letter of Febuary last I was never more rejoiced
to receive a letter in my life I had began to conglude that you sever intend-
ed te write to me or were all dead I was glad to hear of your health and also
that you seem sattisfied with your situatieon I wish I could say as much for
my self I will give you a short history of our affairs you remember when I
wrote to you last we were living in the house with Bob Rogers we continued to
do so untel september some time when we moved to our selves in a cabbin Joshua
bilt on the far end of his farm close by a good spring of water Joshua crops
with him this season they all work to gether and he gets the fifth of the creps
they work one hundred and ten acres of cotten and seventy acres € corn and
fifty acres of goed wheat which they will commence cutting in the morning
there crop looks tolerable well but the cold late spring has made every thing
backward we have had the coldest winter here that has ever been known sence
the country has been settled as to our health we have enjoyd tolerable well e
sver sence we come here with the exception sintha Gatharine and oliver sintha
was taken with a severe pain in her right breast some time in the winter which
she continues to feel the effects of ever sence I am inclined to think thet it
is her old complaint that has followed her some years Catharine and oliver
had a few days of chills and fever last october I think this section of ceuntry
about here is healthy and when that is said almost all the good is said that
belongs to it, the nearest market we can haul to is gainsville in Alabame which
is fifty miles and then takes Alabama money and £ s considerably under mr as
for society if there is any I have not found it people are thick enoughf settled
and wery well off but resemble the jews and samaritam in there intercourse w
with each other I have paid but one or two visits sence I have been here we

<live the lonsomest life we have ever lived bob Rogers and wife zm come some-

times to see us Joshuas intends leaveing here this fall or winter as soon as
he gethess and disposes of his crop he intends going nearer to the Mississippi
river you warted to know if I had heard any thing more of the boys I received
a letter from brother John last fall they were all well he has ten liveing
children six sons and four daughters his three eldest daughters is maried and
Mary is a widdow Davis lives in three miles of him and were all well I re-
ceived a letter from Andrew dated the 26 of March in which he says they were
all well and has had no reason to complain of health for several years he
lives on big black river in hinds County he has seven children all girls but
one Hug lives intwelve miles of him in another county Andrew wrote to me

he had received a letter from sister Ann that if I warked %o write to her

to direct my letters to Bollands post office Itawamba County I want you to
write to me if you ssen or heard any thing of her

I received a letter last week from Marths Poindexter in which she informes me
of a great many things I will inform you of what I think you have not heard
in the first place she says there has been a great stir about religion that a
great many had joind the church among them Adella and Carcline Hufaker Mariah
and Elizebeth Porter and Nancy Rogers had join the methodist ami that Adells
Hufsker and Bart Chandler was married Champs family was well both his black
women sal and bet was dead and that he had to sell Charles to pay a securety
debt of Ira Hills she also stated that Champ was trying to sell his farm she
did not say where he inteneded moveing to she said there was a ball at Mz anallys
in seveierville the 16 of March of which she was one of the mrty that Will
Rogers was her partner she seems to insinuate very strongly that her and Will
Rogers was a going to marry she mays may be joking about it .
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j’ j\ Franklin Randles left here about the first of Desmember in company with Bob

Rogers brother in law they went to Mobile to get into business of some kind b
but when they got there they could find nothim to do they wrote back they
intended to go on to florida and that is the last we have heard of him there
come & letter for him sence he left here from his father he stated there was
}‘\g a great stir of religion in the Missouri that Jack Miller had joind the chuwkh
. and was ordained to preach the gospel that two of his daughters had joind the
; church that his wife and one of his daughters was sick with the chills and
g g fever
- ACK
é\ Ry Robert Rogers eldest daughter was married last october to a Mr gibson from
‘tho state of vermont they started shortly after they marriage on a visit to
? }S 3 his relatives they have not returned
sintha says she wants to see you all badly but does not know when she can do
\lj ‘“g 80 we have had bad luck lately the horse that Joshua bought shortly after we
left east fort he swapt off and got him one worth one hundred dollars he had
s\/ Just started to presbhing about two weeks sence she trod on a hoe aml the
handles run into her body eighteen inches she died in three days after wards
J and 80 we are left without a horse
r ( %e are all working as hard as we can I am spining and weaveing our own wear
\‘g at this time
I want to see you all but shall have no oppertunity soon as I exm ct to be
N \) \f on the move again this fall or winter should we both live to die with old
age I trust I shall see you again but bhese are matters we know nothing about

l Q) B\ but if we cannot see each other we surely can have the pleasure of hearing
Y from each other sometimes I wrote every thing I can think of at this time

I wart you to write to me shortly excuse my bad writing and spelling alse,

\# ' g‘ 4) » while I remain your affectionate sister
‘ § Rebecca H Rardles Mariah C Rogers
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R lny roemr & frntie LS hca. Cloy
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Dear son. I received your letter of Uctober near & month but have

not had an eppertunity of writing umtil the pregent time. ‘ﬁo-

Polly were uwp this winter and staid with us marly twe weeks dwring which

tm‘&omudolichmmJn-iqamhrmhmbnuau
anount comeing to him frem that plantatieon and the beys are

ren at this time owing te their failures down the river for last

fow years Imctththch:ﬂvillmoﬂuﬁmynthhﬂ*.
there has been several deaths about here this fall. Mrs. Williems is dead
and Billy Rendles wife and he has taken his children to his fathers, and
old John Smith got drowned a few weeks beck. Cage Regers folks have all
gons to Texas but William and he is clerk in the circuit court. C
expscis to move next fall and has already seld his land to the MoMahans.
Old Mister Beman and old mister sharp are both dead. It is thought that
old will have to sell one if not beth his negrees. Old Peggy Whittle
was (sic) a fow weeks ago to (sic) of comeiderable property. Ben Chandler
%as & fow weeks ago to & lady by the name of Newel. Sally was well the 1
last account I had of her but her little boy had been like te die. Pattison
is telersble hard run. The peeple about hers are generaly well at this
Time. I would like te see you and Becca & the children but dont expect

I ever will unless you ceme to ’ p
> v o il [l L 5 oot i g, |
James Huffaker mto Spencer C. Randles (part of same letter as abeve)

Dear Undle It is with pleasure I accept this epportunity of drepping yeu
& fow lines %o htmknwvhtlhuhunabutm‘whtlnm
still. I have been geirng 1o scheel uwp to this winter but I have now (mic)
I suppose ended my (sic) 1ife. I am new Teaching a scheel at (sic) but
have but few Schelars. The people about here are all marrying dying or
getting broke up. Merton Williams was married te Miss Nancy Hedges a few
months ago liftea amd spent all her money but thirty Uellars he has beught
him a l4ttls nigger gal. uld Josh has got te be a e rfect believer in

Tem Payne Ol Andrew Chsmbers is married te Vina Hendersen which in these
diggings is the wonder of the world Mike Smith is dead leaving a wife and
one child Itou]dlikctouoyouinthi-comtryoncolcroaniuyu
want to see things resembling those yeu left in this country you had
better meunt your horde and come in as speedily as possible for things

are changing very fast I want you te write to me and tell me all abeut
the ceuntry its people & c. There is a lwwyer (sic) here (sie) Mississipoi
by the name of Robt (sic) Hudson if yeu know any thing about him I would
like for you to inform me whether he is much lawyer or net as I went te

school with him in New Market.
James Huffaker

Rhoda Clack Randles te Spencer C. Randles ( part of same lstter as above)

Since writing the above I have received a letter frem Betsy Recter she is
on her way te Texas and they were all well George had been te James Bandles
he is well but the rest his wife had been sick for twe er three meaths

they had got several'letiars frem (sic) this sumer he is sbevi b0 preash
and mhrlln that Ml]% is doing very well. she writes thad liom
is a candidate fer circuit court clerk I have nothing more teo write.

Your affectienate mother B, Randlss
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Wesley Huffaker to Spenmcer C. Randles (same as above, in same lstter)
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Dear Friend
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and your family..

iy

ul

Yours respect!

I intended to have written you before but we have an eppertunity of sending it
Famy sends her best love and respect to

%o the office and I have not time proceed but ascept for yourself amd family

wy bYest wishes

¥ Huffaker

Bheds Clack Randles to Spenver C. Randles, October 15, 1348

Oct. 15 th 1848

French Bread Sevier Co Temn.
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apples. You live so far frem the river it seems like it is (sevieral lines
missing at bottom of page)

Wesley Huffaker to Spencer C. Randles (included in above letter)

Considering the small soece I have left you will (sic) I must cendence in both
(sic) and (sic). as te the general news I find this included in your mothers
Letter.

As to my @ificulty with Brabson I am not determined what course I will pursue
he gained the suit by proving that I told him I had no claim to the Land

as to that you will form your own opinion the witness he proved it by was
T.C.B. (Themas C. Brahsen). You ask am I out of debt I am bound to say no

I am indebted about $1500- to meet that I have some L or 500 Uollares in good
debts and between 15 and 2000 Dollares in bad ores I might say desparate and
sbout 100 head of fine hoags ready for market which will weigh frem 3 te 400
each and the reneau farm which I am offered 1500 Dellars so you will see I
have some fair hepes of getting out of debt but my constitutien has been se
frail that I am ( rest iglogibh) ’

Fanny Randles Huffaker te Spencer C. Randles and wife Rebecca Cowan Handles
Sept. 25 18 ?

My dear DBrother and sister, It has been a long time since I received your very
kind letter. I was extremely glad to hear frem you- to lsarn that you were
all alive and well. I must acknowledge that I could net help being a little
vexed to think that I had written te you so often & had spent so many uneasy
heurs or yeur account & that you had no excusé but negligence. Yeou said you
had received all my letters and had read them and laid them away caeefully in
a chest. Well dom for you that is a new way of corresponding. I de hope you
will not treat me with much indifference again if I thought se I cant believe
that [ would write. if I mistake net you promised me that you would do se no
more & upon that I write, expecting a letter from you in a few weeks.

We have just received a letter from brother Jack. He & family are greatly
troubled, their youngest son died with Typhoid fever on the 28 of July. He
was 18 years old. Doubless their less was his eternal gain he was a professor
of religion & a member of the baptist church. The rest were well. Brother
said (sie) there had been sc much dry weather that the crops were light that
in a great portien he feared the seed would not be made. I also received a
letter from sister Betsy not leng ago she is living with her children semetimes
with Nelson & sometimes with Kizsa. Gerry is in California. They were welli
& doing very well. Jams & family were well the last acocunt he speaks of
visiting us this winter. Pelly was well a few weeks since. Hsr children are
allk married except Mack & they know nothing of him. Johm is still living w
with her. Sealie is living on Mossy Cresk & doing very well her little bey

is a very smart child. Jessa Parsley lives a neighbor te her. Jim is a very
ruds boy. Sarah is said to be quite a cleaver little girl. They are beth
very 1ittle, I believe I have now told you all that I knew about our Brothers
& sisters. De you ever write te any of them? Lo you ever hear from Lick?
There has a great many changes taken place in this ceuntry sinrce I last wrote
you. Many have died and a great many have married. Noms of my own family
have died except a black boy who died last summer with Typhoid fever-
Careline lest two children last year a son and a daughter. they died in seven
weeks of each ether. She now has three daughters, her oldest is in Asheville
H.C, going te sehoel. William Bryan has got te be about the best Doster in
our (sic). They are getting aleng very well. Adels lest her son last
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ummer which makes two that she has lost. She now has four children three girls

one 80N her baby is a boy she calls him Benjamin Rebert. They are getting
rich as fast as :),ny want to I believe. They have beth been in very bed
health, but are improving, thegx death of their last child came very msar kill-
ing them beth. Their has a great many children died within the past year ne
family scarcely but has lost some of its inmates some as high as three or four.
I am slsmest destitute of children, but thank Ged they are not dead. My
three youngest daughters, Sarah Jose & Clarim are in Asheville at schoel.
Julia is teaching school in Sevierville & Napeleen is married. _he married
en the third afnsamury last to Miss Margaret Bates of Bradley County. He
ine wife. They are living em the farm above us, ence owned by Brabson
¢ that. I belisve that he has a notion of geing to Kansas. I suppose
be will not geo this year. James is statiened preacher in Knoxville at this
time. Since the Bditer ef the Holston C. Advocate died James has been editer
& will be until conferance. He said he will send you same of his papers. Se
you see I have but twe children, Nancy & Bebby. Bob is a neble leoking fellew
I tell you. (sic) well tell whether he was designed for a president or what.
Tou have doubtless learned that we have been (sic) by Chocera in E. Ten. It
has been very alarming (sic) Madisenville, Loudon & Knoxville. X great many
persers died in Kmoxville. It has well nigh abated at this time. James was
there & visted the sick & buried the dead all the time but the Lord mercifully
preserved his health. Uncls John and Aunt Nancy are yet alive theugh frail.
Sem & Eliza Pitner are mrried & have an heir. Betty is still ummarried.
Henry is a mrfect sot. Unsle Billa & Aunt Betsy has broken up & are living
with their sen Billa over near New Market. they are all doing about as usual,
Now semething abeut the markets &¢ wheat is selling at em dollar & 36 cts
delivered at Knoxville. Cern is selling at LO ots in the field vork 3%
per 1b beef is so high (or rather was) that I can not tell what it was but
they say eur merchants are broke., There was good wheat raised and in some
Places corn is telerable goed, but the season has been so very dry that there
is nothing like a full crep. Wesley sold one field the ¢ her day at LO cte
they are geing te turn h on it. I have well nigh written all that I have
reem to write and before I quit let me ask you if you think you will ever visit
Sevier county. Ceme up this winter. ceme when brother James comes and lst us
800 each other onoe time more be sure and bring Fanny with you = Give my love
to each oa of your children tell them there Aunt Fanny would be very ghd to
see them. How Becka I dont want you and Spencer to de &s you have done but
write dont put it off untill next weeks if you de you will put it off a year.
The family seml their love to you all, inconclusion accept of the best love
of your sister.
Fanny Huffaker.
S.C. & R. Randles
Sept. 12 1865
Fanny Randles Huffaker to Spencer C. Randles and Rebecca Cowan Randles,

Dear Brother « sister, I received your kind letter in due time & with a
heart filled with gratitude te my heavenly father for his merciful providence
over yeu. I perused its oages I am glad to know that your lives has been
preserved through this terable struggle there are but few families in this
country who have not lost some near relative & some of the neighbors too

to three sons & one man in this county lest five sons all that he had their
name was Web, I was very sorrow to hear of your troubles in that you was
cempeld to leave your home and seek refuge in a strange land unless it should
prove a blessing te your souls by driving you to the Savieour sho hath said
eall on me in time of trouble « I will hear if you have net made your peace

with Geod iving him your whole heart & the less of presperity should cause
you to turbg go h% for gﬂlp cuase you to seek his fnva:p-r& Rnﬂ ¥xin mrecious t
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te your souls. What would the less of prosperity prove te your immortal souls.
My brother my sister how it would cheer my heart to know that you & all your
children ware on the road teo Heaven please tell me if you are deciples of my
Wlessed Lard without the comforts of religion I feel that this would be a
dreary world to me my children are professors of religion & I Pelieve our sore
tréals has drove them all nearer the cross.

Uncle Jehn 1s still alive but verry frail indded he has spells of headache
which causes him to go deranged entirely his spells last him sometimes a week
when he is at himself he appears happy & says he longs to go te rest. his
children are doing prety much as they used to do Betsy & Sam & his wife are
all thet live with him Henry lost a son in the war., Billy is living on the
place where Jim lived John is living on the Manifod farm living for himself

seven children Uncle B & Aunt B are living in Jefferson « en a fara belonging
to Billy & are making their own supvort all of them was union folks there are
nors of them rich Sam Randles lost a son in the war Rufe Creswell lost one
Rufe owns Uncle B old farm & two of his sons has lately beught a part ef our
oliféira for which they gave $1000 they ware both in the army Dickey is living
right at our old wash place his oldest sen was in the army. You ask what has
became of the Cannons 01d Jacky has been dead nearly one Year he was strong
fer the union his bre was is still living he was a rebble & has been well nigh
broken wp he is living with James Sharps family they ware all rebals Sharp
dare not show himself at home he is preparing te move Ben Brabson has moved
to Middle Tenn & Tem is going shortly néither of thes been staying at home
since last winter they have been robed bf all their stock & a great deal of
their household plunder all of the Brabsen family ware rebels except Dr,
Hodsons Family they are all greatly injured b7 the war Betay Mclut lest her
oldest son he was killed in battle Reps Uav ' :s sens was in ths rebel army
& dare not show themselves back only one who was conscripted & he is broke up.
Harve Cewan dbed in the army he was Capt his family are doing very well. I
have teld you a great many things but not half what I would tell you if yeu
ware present. I will now tell you of my own affairs. W.P. Keener and family
have moved in one end of the howse with us he rents the farm & gives m» one
third of every thing that is made takes cere of our stock & furnishes our
firewcod so that it is not nessary for me to keep a hand hired he is & very
clever fellow & quite a business man they have three children B M Chandler is
going te Ala next weeks whare he expcts te stay seme time his family will re-
main at home if not molested if they are, he will take them te Ala they have
six ehildren 3} daughters grown James has moved to Green county is teaching in
(sic) Now dear relatives I want you te write te me soen and often tell me
all about your family it has been se lorg since you have cerresvended with
me that I sm not acquainted with them cannot some of you come te see us this
fall I would be so glad to see you I have not hersd from sister Pelly for
twe years her family was streng Sesesh and I recon was almost broken up when
the yankeys passt that way all I am as ever your devoted Sister

Fanny H

Uear Uncle Mother has left room for me to say howdy do. I weuld be mighty
glad to see you all one time more. I am not the 1ittle girl I was when yeu
left. I am married to goed clever fellow ' have three of prettiest children
of the connection, one boy his name is Bruce, the girls, Fannie, Nannie Je.
My little Wesley died twe years ago. Give =~ love to Aunt Becea & all the
ohildren. Nancy C. Keener '

Josh Williams is married again has three chil.- en livirg up about Bryans
Ferry & is deoing better than he ever did. Cyntha is living with Morten &

never married.



To §.C. Randles, Cartersville, Tishamingo Cty Mississippi, from J. Rogers,

Warren County, Mississippi, Aug. 30th 6 :
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Dear friend

Yours of the 10th of July came Safely to hand and I was truly glad
to hear thay you were all well a blessing that we cannot too higly prise What
is wealth and the (sic) honours of the great and powerful without that one
indepensable requiste hsalth we may be surrournied with pomp and all the
peagantry of the world and yet drag out a miserable existance while not in the
enjoyment of health all other blessings loose their e relish but while in the
enjoyment of health with a competency we Should be contented which is the
great secret of human happiness.

I had almost concluded thay you had forgotten me consequently was
much gratified to receive a communication from you. You state that you have
had verry hard times to get along since I Saw you I have had may ups and downs
but a ve as yet been able to get plenty.

I am Still living where I was when I first came here my crop is
tolerable good I have been Sending Olvers and Cathariene to School this Summer
they can both Svell and red verry well they have gown almost out of your
knowledge since you saw them Martha and Amanda are both verry hearty, Stout
healthy children. they will all soon be grown We have enjoyed verry good
health since the first year we came here which was a verry Sickly Season
throughout a great portion of the Seuth.

David Cowan « family are well and doing well sally Cowan and family
are all well and doing well Hugh is carrying the meil from Benton Yaszoo County
to Vicksbury for which he receives one thousand dodlars per year the last
time I Saw him he stated they were all well. Andrews wife is going to mvoe
th Texas this fall he was killed by his negro boy who has been hanged and
Stated that he was instigated to dae the act by Cox

Cyntha is S5ti1l living with me and enjoys tolerable good health far
her age She Says that She would be very glad to See you but the distance is
So great that She cant ride it

She received a letter from Champ the & her day he is liveing mar
Fayetteville Washington County Arkansas he s tates that they are all well and
that he has bought land and gave twelve hundred dollars for it has a good
crop two mgroes seven head of horses twenty head of cattle five head of milch
cows a good Stock of hogs &c he Says that he is not well Satisfied with his
country and if he does not have his health he will move either to georgia or
Kentucky.

It would be a great source of Satisfaction to me to See and converse
with you all and I hope yet to doe it I like this country verry well and if
you should sella and move I warnt you to come here give my friendship teo (sic)

C. Randles remain your friend J Rogers
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To Spencer C Randles, Allsbore or Hillsboro, Alabama, from Frances Huf faker,
Boyds Creek, Tenn., Jan 6th 1850

Lear brother Spanesr

I fear some misshao his befallen you or you have written to us
before this time and being very anxious to hear from you I have seated myself
to enquire the cause of your long Silence If I mistake not you rpromist when
you left us that you would write at least once a year if you have your letter
did not reach us the last we received was dated Sep (sic) since that time
many have slept the slees of death and many have left their native land and
gone 1o other states but nom of owr relations in this country have gone ex-
ceot Richard Randles who is now in California he iz writes that he is making
8 dollar an hour. this is doing petty well but it will take him a good many
days at that rate to meet the demands against him he says he exm cts to
return in the corse of 12 or 18 months

There are a great many things I would like to tell you about but
the limit of a sheet of paper is to small I shall therefore first tell you
what I p esume you would most wish to hear well you say how is my blessed
old mother or is she still alive am well she is and greatly desires to see
you once more before she dies She often says Shurely something is the matter
with Spencer or he would write to me She wishes me to give her leve to you
and sister Rebecca ard all the dear little omes She greatly desires to see

you all

We had a letter from Bro Jack this fall e says his family was well but said
verry little about how they ware doing We had a letter from Caroline Hector

a few weeks ago they ware well and doing well She is liveing with Rizsa Jones
She says Riz has twins both Sprightly little boys sister Betsy lives with
Nelson Gurry has gone to California Me and Spence Stons have also gone we
hered from brother Dick and James this fall they ware all well James was keep-
ing school talks of coming to see us this wirter I understand Pattisson is
about to move to Mossee Creek We are all well as usual exceot Adelas baby it
was verry sick a few days ago it is a girl not quite two weeks old we buried
& beautiful little daughter en the 12 of April last it dead born

We are trying to do the best we can we raised a fire crop of corn last Summer
I think between L and 5 thousand bushels or wheat crop was verry light flowr

is worth mmmnmmmm

mimkwexsxeapix six dollars @ r barrel corn 25 cents per bushel por is worth
3 dollars per hundred collfe is selling six 1b to the dollar sugar ten

We are 54111 Sending our children to school theyare all going this winter excep
Nancy Napoleon is still at the Strawberry Plains high school and is progress-
ing verry fast I exp ct he will g0 on until he graduates the rest are goirg at
home the little girls are studing Arithmatic gography and grammer (sic) can
spell in three syllable can your four year old boy beat that

dear brother do tell me all about your children a how much I do wish to see you
all

fou now ask where is James he is riding the Clinton circuit g eaching the best
he can and I am told he is verry extable among the people we are expectin
him to visit us in the cousse of two weeks

Vo you re xt say who are your pﬂ((ticians Well our representative to congress
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is name Waskins from Jefferson Co Sam Pickens is our Senetor in the legiddature
and ¥ Dugan reoresentative now I am done farewell and believe me to be your
verry affectionate sister F Huffaker

Se CR

4 word to you dear Sister Becca I woud be verry glad to see you indeed add talk
to you face to face but I erhaps shall not enjoy that pleasure scon but there
is a way where we may converse if we will I believe you promist to write to me
now keep your promis

I was at the Baptist camp meeting in october two miles this side of Sevierville
they had a verry warm time mourners ware called for and many came forward
among them was your sister Matilda P she cried a loud She was in as great
agency appeal .. as a person could £ and 1live she prayed hard for mercy and
her prayer was herd are the meeting came to a close she was rejoiein in God
her saviour she joind the church and was babtised Marthey was also a mowrner
but made no orofession She had Just besn married to a babtist preacher by the
name of Cowan from Jefferson County for want of room I must bring my letter
to a close or family all wish to be remembered to you all in love

From your affectionate sister F. Huffaker

RER

N B Mother bids me tell you that she re ver received any thing for them Bed
Steads you left with the Blairs F H
If you make bed steads fram 8 to 12 ft long I wish you would have one loaded
up for they cut all the long trees to make boats so that Julia can not get one
long enough to make a bed stead for her intended "0ld Man" F @ H
N B I think if any thing is lacking in this case it would be a house instead
of a bed stead

YSurs Bes®ctful J A R Huffaker

ly very Dear Uncle will you aremit me to say “"howdy Loe" uncle Soencer I wish
I could see you and give you a hearty shake of the hand Well Uncle Spence I'm
not married yet, and that awful, but it cant be helpéd just now. If this was
Leap year I believe I would try to get a better helf and if a certain young
man ( I will not tell his name yet) is in the notion of taking a better half
in 1850 you may say good by to N C H Dear Uncle I wish I could be at your
house ad see you all & hear you laugh once more I would be extremely glad
to receive a letter from you telling all about what kind of folks live in

«.o & give my love to Aunt Rebecca anc hildren « accept for your self the best

love of your niece Nancy C Huffaker
/ ' : ," : )
L é‘&'- L~ b[ Lt/‘/‘,’)—-(, Yy 4-'-61" et "
N -_— ' . / . 3
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Seclusion Bend Tennessee

Seot 5th 1859

Mr. S C Randles
My Dear sir

We have been inquiring am wrightin if ~osible to assertain the
whereabouts of you or your family Every effert Proved abertion (sic) untill
verry Recently we Recieved a Letter from you from Some marks one might infer
that you Still Lived in Tishiming bo Miss But from the enquires you make the
Enferenene is erisistable that you have Removed to some verry Remote Region
or perhans to some other Planet

You ask why ,
Because you ingquire about your Lost Brothers & sisters

as tho you had not herd from them in the Last fifty years

Soencer I will try ad give you the where abeuts of your frens
But in doing se I will suppose you live at the same ould place in kiss if
you have removed you know how far and which way you wert so you can make a
prebable calculation where they now live-~ I will rest a little and pen it
I believe over on the atherSide I said Seotm 5 I do not know that that is
correct but I know it is sunday fer the children have gon to Sudday School
and Fanny is wrighting to her Brother Jack and she never has time to wright
any other day But Sunday Now to the Promised naritive your sister Polly stone
lives about 7 hours ride this side of where you usued to Live in Tishimingo
Miss- in ould Sequachy she lad joined the Hard Shell Baptist has the sols
controle of a fim Estate and like Alexander Selkirk

From the Land all Round to the See
She is Lord € the flowls ad the Brutes

Her self and family well & doins well her son in Law Havron is a member to the
Legislature John is Clk of the C C Spencer C S C you Brother Jack a little
the sher side  Tisk (sic) on the northern slop of the Vaark mountain is
dallis Co Mo. all doing well thets ( Living a letter Recently)

You sister Elizebeth just over the Mississippy there in Texas all well &
doing well you sister Sally is living on the Reneau farm they are Recovering
verry fast making money your Bro James is Living over South there in Taladega
as rich as Jerand and I have no doubt By this is far richer He Had enough
to Bad drink & weare one Little sow and 2 pigs more than he needed I have no
doubt he has got them off of his hands by this time

Just here my wife gave me a slight kick with her foot and saidd quit your
foadlishness and let me wright I says go a hed if you can do any better
A /é P l{.‘ .
o fifs
My dear Brother 7 M (et hrre

I am truly glad you have again thought of us for indeed I be-
lieve we had good reasons to believe that you had fargotten you wever had a
sister but I am glad that it was not with you as it seamed to us to be - but
really Spencer I wish I knew why you did not write for so lorg a time but I
am e rfectly willing to forgive you & begin in the rews. now will you make
a bargain with me. I will propose & if you consent it is agreed too & that
is that you answer all of my letters & when you write give me a discription
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2 Wesley and Fanny Huffaker to Spencer C Randles, Seg . 5, 1859

of your home & tell me a bout your wife & children about the Schoels & churches
& Society in general I would like extremely indeed to see you all can not
you jump on the cars & visit us this fall I hom that you will try to come
& see you native land onst more you could come in two days & the nsarest ooint
to us is only nine miles that is Strawbury plains if you would st us know
when you would be there we would send far you shure I suppose you would like
to hear how we are getting & long well prety much like we usto we sow a good
of wheat plant a good deal of corn raised four or five hundred bushels of
wheat this Season we exp ct to git a dollar mr bushel for what we have to
sare We have near one hundred head of hogs to fatten this fall We have
only three children single & they are all at home with us a great sorce of
comfort to us Robert is 15 years old & very well grown Jose & Meria are
very good girls & prety enough Adela « Caroline has five daughters each
their oldest are grown are both ot them handsome & far their age quite intel-
agent Ellen Chandler is at Salem North carolina at School also Reps Davises
daughter they went in company together you ask about uncle John & William
they are still living & both of them nearly blind Uncle B « aunt Betsy are
living in Jefferson county all alone they are quite feeble Sam Randles is
& widoer with six children the (sic) youngest are girls he has wert through
what proverty he got with his wife & is quite poor the friends as far as I
know are well We got a letter from Brother Jack yesterday he says Feanklin
is dead he died on the Lth August left a wife & four children had got himself
a right nice little fortune Said his lands was worth 7000 dollars beside
other property brother says his children are all settled in eight miles of
him & doing well his address is Dallis Co Buffalo Po Mo Your sister Pollys
Sequatchy Co Dunlap 8 o E T Sister Betsys Webberville Texas Sister Sallies
Henrys X Roads brother Jameses Kelleys Creek B o St clare Co Ala You must
excuse this scribbling if you can for my pen would not m rform its part as
well as I could wish give my love to sister & tell her to write to me give
my love to all your children & excep for your self a large portion of the
love of your

truly devoted sister Fannie Huffaker

P 8 do not fail to write soon

S C Randles
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James Huffaker, Boyds Creek, to Smncer C Randles, Cartersville P O Tish-
Mingo Co Mississippi, May 18%h ?

Spencer C Randles
Dear Uncle

I am bold enough now days to write letters to oeople esme cially my kinfolks
uncalled, ard unasked for. So you will excuse me a boy for writing te you

a man of age & dignmity. I have graduated, ad am now a finished lawyer, I

do not mean that I am a perfect, or even tolerable lawyer, but you know that
to finish is te comolete and complete is to get through whether by quitting
at the end of Six, eight, twelve months or two or three years, it is in this
gence that I a finished lawyer, I have laid it aside not but I liked: and that
excessively for I surely did; But felt that I owed a greater debt to the
world of mankind than a lawyer can possibly pay, true enough a lawyer mey
save a rascal, and criminal from merited amnd well deserved punishment and
ocasionally get an honest man nonsuiddd to his great damage- and every now

ad then he may rob the orphan of his just oatrimony ard turn the widow from
her door and then turn political demagogue; Stir up neiphbor against neighbor,
go to the places apointed for law making; quarrel and fight drink and gamble,
and grind the poor man to support him by laying heavey taxes encourage and
pormote vice by passing wicked ani diabolical laws, come home armd receive

the shouts and plaudits of an enthusiastic and lawless mob, and sink at
length into a smmm demonls grave if perchance an other demon thinks enough

of him to om n the_earth for his reception, and then he is gone unhonored,
unsung and nmopt,m perhaps a broken hearted widow, who for sook her
all fer him and a few poor, helpless poverty Stricken orphans, to be supported
by the cold charities of the world This is no fancy sketch or overstirained
picture for we may witness it every day,

I expect to act in quite a different sphere secluded from all these scenes,
yet not divoreed from public life, it is now my exm ctation to try to preach
the gospel, consequently I expect to be a Methodist preacher- Circuit rider
perhaps- dont you think I have taken the part of a wise man ? I guess as
how you say yes, write to me right off and say if you dont

01d Major Porter is no more, after a warning of some half hour he was gathered
to the home of his fathers; Grandmother is well and so are we all; Jim & Uick
& John Tyler are all well, and so is all of Uncle John's ard Billie's peeple
little Billy has hought Dave. Josh Williams talks of leaving lere ere
another wintry sun sassed by Houston is climbing the rugged slopes of the
scientific mountain in the Maryville College Iou ought to come up and see

us all and execially your mother ere she is called hence; we have nothing
more to tell you about, only that a Steamboat (Sam Martin) has penetrated the
waters of Frenchbroad as far as Dandridge.

Sevierville L belisve is waning away and ere long it seems she should no
longer be called a Village Cam Whittle is married to Melby Shahan alias
Cowan though I suppose you know thet Isom Hodges ia married to Betsy Jane
Ellis, Nancy is goirg to School in Knoxeille where w she exm cts to graduate
againts the first of August, & c & c & ¢

We all (myself in particular) send our respects to you my uncle, to aunt
Rebecca to you Scyntha and, to you John Wesly & c & ¢ &e

Spencer C Randels( James Huffaker

¢ p/{‘ LL’ “ #"”{*(’!ﬂ’ﬁ.n G < \7’ 4‘([{;"“&’
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Fanny Huffaker to Spencer C. Randles, March 16, 1876
Boyds Creek March 16 1876

By Lear Brother Spencer

It has been a long long time since I have seen a line
from your pen or had a missive from you in any way. Why I can not tell Is
it that you have forgotten that you have a sister still living that loves
you still through all the years of silence that have sped by in rapid success-
ion since lur last corrspodance ard as I have a longing desire to you once
more in the flesh or if you cannot visit me %o write me once more we are
both getting old you are nearing your three score and ten whilst I have lived
five years over the time allotted to mortals, but thanks to my Hesvenly father
still enjoy good health & that psace of mind that the world can neither give
or take away & that degree of faith & hope that has rebbed Death of all the
terrors & I am waiting with pleasing anticipation the summons that shall call
me to my Fathers house above, but willing to stay as long as Cod warts me to
live

I am here surrounded by all of my daughters except Adela who still lives at
Sevierville. they are all doing tollerable well. I have L1 grand children
living and seventeen dead & forteen great gran children. Carlines oldest
daughter is married to a Methodist Preacher who is travling in Virginis this
year his name is John 5 aennedy is a pretty good oreacher Nancys oldest daughter
is likewise maried to a Preacher who is travling the Maryvill circuit this
year He is a gong man of very fair oromise by the name of Henry Lee Napdleons
son is also a methodist minister & is finishing his Education at the Vanderbuilt
University at Nash and as James is s still preaching all together you see
there is four in the family & with the except ion of two of Napol#ons children
every one of my grand children over twelve years old profess religeon and are
members of the Methodist Church all seame to be trying to do what seams to
them to be right far which I feel most dvoutly thankful I have seen N Psttison
twice since he came to this country he seamed b to be in fim health & spirits
Seams higly gratified to see his sons in law & their families occupying so
high a position in Society as they do Goforth is President of the mail College
& Baun ? President of the female college at Mossey Creek Times in this coun-
try are very tight money very Scerce indeed but orovisions seam to be plenty
pork € bacon are high but corn cannot be sold for over 35 ¢ @ r bushel wheat
one dollar One of Nelson Rector sons came to spend his vacation #ith me last
Sumser He is at Emery & Her y College will graduate this Summer He is a
splendid yong man such an one as any one might be proud to claim relationship
with I had a letter from his father telling me about his son being in Virgin-
ia at College I then wrote to him to come & sperd his vacation with me so
he came & stayed near three munths with me. I herd from sister Polly not
long ago she was enjoying tollerable good health far one 8l vears of age I
fear I shall never see her again O my Dear brother I do wish you would try
10 come one time more to see me & visit your native land U what changes has
taken place since you left here. now please write me all about your family
who of them are married & who of you all are on the heavenly road give my
léve to sister Rebecca tell her to write to me love to all == your children
& especially to H C tell him please write to me again I love to get his
letters I John P is living near you my love to him & family tell him to
write to me give my love to all my relations amd I pray God if we never
meet in this loer world we may all meet in that world above where friends
that love shall mrt no more forever may this be our happy lot is the cincere
orayer of your

devoted sister Fannie G Huffaker
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o Nancy C Kgener(Huffaker) to Spencer C Randles , Oct. 16th 1883
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Arthur, Oct. 16th 1882

) f“b My dear Uncle

. I know you will be surprised to get a letter from me for all I
! g was quite a child when you left here I have never forgotten my dear Uncle
Spsncer, but no doubt you have long since forgotten your little nience Nancy
Huffaker, if not, or if you have, it is her that is now triing to pen a letter
to you. I have mo idea when we ever heard from any of our kin out in Missouri.
R I recon som of the girls wrote to you after our dear Mother died, but dont
\fg ksng;. I will just say she died in great peace at my house the 26th of March
1880.

I will first introduce you to myself and family. I married Peter Keener som
S of Abraham Keener( & by the by have got the best husband in the lot) We have
\i five livirg children our oldest Fannie, she is married to Rev. H.S. Lee of
- \{ the Methodist church, he is now stationed in Trinedad Colerado. was to preach
there yesterday for the first time his wife & three children will be home on
V¥ a visit mxt week before going West. I tho (missing, tarn out)......
l\ likely stay at home (missing, torn out)...
) Q‘ Our mxt is Bruce our only son. he is book keeping in the Pension Office
gets $50 per month. I think he is a clever boy. I exmect he will marry be-
\\‘) fore long to a young lady in Knoxville. Jodie, Nora & Velma are the names of
\\) our three yowy est daughters, the least one is 8 years old.
AN

Clacks old home. she is doing well. Sister Carrie is living about a mile
above our old home, & is a widdow for the second time. has eight nice girls,
half of them married. Sister Julie left one ¢hild, & he bids fare to be as
rich as Vld Billy Cannon if he lives. Next is Sallie. She is living at the
old home place. You will remember she married John Randles son of Uncle Jim
Randles. he died two years ago with a cancer on his nose, & left her in
almost destitute of every thing, with five children & she was in bad health
& not much better (missing, torn out) of her land o Mr (torn out) and hes
got about out of debt & has land enough yet to supoort her family on, if she
can only live. She has 3 boys, the two oldest are very industerous & she has
twins (girls) that are 11 years old. I hope y she will live to raise them

’ Next is Sister Joe. She is living in Dallas Texas. her four boys. her hus-
band got broke up, but thinks e is about to take a rise again. Fannie the
youngest one is living in about % milex of us. her husband is now in Baltimore
tending the Lectures, she has three children Brother James is still preaching
hes been living in Abington for two years. three of his children are graduates
hes an interesting family Naooléon lives it Rome Go. he has one son & three
daughters. doing tolerable well. So I huve told you about us all only where
we live. We are buildiney us a new house up there Jjust across the river from
Uncle John Rendles on the Bluff. We have a splendid view & will have a good
house when completed. Undde Johns old home (torn out) & go dose Betsy.

‘ she is old and hard of hearing. looks like she has nothing to male her

; happy. not one of that family are professors of religion exceot indy & Billy
& Andy has been dead a year & no doubt he is now hapoy in heaven. Every one
of mothers children are Methodist & 32 of her grancd:hildren are methodists

P One son & two §ons in law are Methodist preachers, so you se: we are a Metho-
dist set, « I hope none the worse by it. I have not heard from Aumt Polly
Stone lately. was well the last accowt . I dont know whether this will ever
finde you or not, but Sallie says you live in Uncle Jacks old ne ighborhood
I want you to write to m all about if Nancy is there tell her to write

\f \Sistor Della has six girls all married exces one. She lives at Crand fathers
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to me. give our love to them all & to John Patterson if he is there.

I would be so glad to see you & Aunt Rehecca one time more. Give her my
love & to each of your children. tell me all about them. Do you look like
an old man? or do you keep youns. Now vlease write to me one time. Address
me to Arthur Sevier Co Tennessee) Your niece N.C. Keener



